
 

Department of Accounting and Finance 
 

Course Syllabus 

 
Accounting (ACC) 218 Section 02 

 
Financial Statement Prep/Disclosures 

 
Instructor 

 

Ms. Patricia F. Cates, CPA, CGMA 
 

Office:  Bryan Building room 387 
Email (best way to reach me): pfcates@uncg.edu 
Telephone:  336-547-5647 
Office Hours:  Mondays through Thursdays 12:30 to 1:30 pm 
Other times by appointment 
Emails will be returned within 24 hours during the business week.  I will return email on 
weekends as available. 
 

Course Description: 

First financial accounting course for students desiring to pursue upper division accounting courses. Includes 

coverage of basic financial statement preparation, time value of money concepts, and techniques for accounting 

valuations. 

Prerequisite: 

ISM 110 and any one of the following: MAT 115, MAT 120, MAT 150, MAT 151, MAT 191, MAT 292;  

Notes: 

This course is a REQUIRED entry course for all Accounting and Finance majors.  Students majoring or minoring in 

accounting must complete this course with a “C” or better to meet prerequisite requirements for upper level 

accounting courses.   

A note for finance majors:  You may also take upper-level accounting classes to meet their major requirements.  

Finance majors must also earn a grade of “C” or better in ACC 218 to meet prerequisite requirements of upper level 

accounting courses. 

 

 

  

mailto:pfcates@uncg.edu


About the Class: 

When: Mondays and Wednesdays 3:30 pm to 4:45 pm 

Where:  Bryan Building room 111 

Final Exam:  Friday, November 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

Fall Classes begin August 14, 2018 and end November 28, 2018 

Course Objectives: 

Accounting 218 is a foundation course for students pursuing degrees in accounting and finance.  Upon 

the completion of the course, students will: 

o Appreciate the conceptual framework underlying financial accounting 

o Understand the accounting information system and the accounting cycle 

o Comprehend basic accounting terminology and financial statement preparation; particularly the 

balance sheet and income statement 

o Develop an understanding of how business organizations operate and the events which have a 

financial impact upon them 

o Understand the fundamentals of the time value of money 

o Demonstrate, through he completion of a practice set, mastery of the accounting cycle and 

preparation of financial statements 

o Contribute toward the Bryan School’s commitment to information technology by requiring 

students to use the internet, email, word processing software and spreadsheet software where 

appropriate within the course 

 

Tools/Materials Required: 

 
o Text: Horngren’s Financial & Managerial Accounting: The Financial Chapters 6th Edition.  

 

o Access code for MyAccountingLab:  You will do your homework and and practice sets in this 

tool 

 

A license to for 365 days of access to MyAccountingLab can be included with a new textbook 

purchase or can be purchased online. If you are waiting on financial aid you can receive free 

access for about 14 days.  That temporary access also includes access to an electronic textbook.  

MAL is directly linked with Canvas. 

 

To register for MAL log into Canvas and follow the links for ‘MyLab and Mastering’ in the course 

navigation menu (on the left-hand column). There is also a video and handout posted in Canvas 

with step-by-step instructions. Once you have registered for MAL, you simply access MAL within 

Canvas.  

 

o Canvas: http://Canvas.uncg.edu. Will be used for announcements, materials and information for 

class. I will post class handouts and other information.   



o A smart phone, computer, or other device that can connect to the Internet for class 

participation. (Learning Catalytics (a part of MyAccountingLab) will be used in this class to 

determine your class participation grades. When you select Learning Catalytics within MAL it will 

launch a separate browser and may ask you to log in with your MAL username and password.  

 

o Tutoring: Tutoring is available in 335 Bryan. Please see “Tutoring” below for additional 

information.  Tutoring is a great way to improve your homework grade.  If you go to the lab and 

rework the problems you missed with a tutor, you can electronically turn in a slip that can earn 

you 10 points back on that homework! 

 

Course Grading and Evaluation 

Grades will be determined by: 

• Class Participation/Attendance Quizzes (Learning Catalytics): 5%  

• Homework and Practice Set:  15% 

• 3 midterm grades 50% 

• Final Exam (Cumulative): 25% 

 
The grading scale is as follows for Undergraduate Students ONLY:  

n/a A = 93+ A- = 90-92 

B+ = 87-89 B = 83-86 B- = 80-82 

C+ = 77-79 C = 73-76 C-= 70-72 

D+=67-69 D 63-66 D-=60-62 

F = 59 and below 

 

Grading – Graduate Students ONLY 

If you are a graduate student taking ACC 218, then you are subject to the grading scale below: 

n/a A = 93+ A- = 90-92 

B+ = 87-89 B = 83-86 B- = 80-82 

C+ = 77-79 C = 73-76 n/a 

F = 73 and below 

 

Important Grade Policies:  

 

• *In addition to having an overall average of a 73% in order to obtain a C, students must 
receive a minimum grade of 73% on the Practice Set and a minimum homework average of 
73% to receive a grade of C in the course. Receiving below a 73% on either of these two items 
will result in a maximum grade of C- even if the overall average is above a 73%. 
 

• All grades will be posted on Canvas.  It is your responsibility to make sure they are recorded 
correctly and to calculate your own weighted average. Please contact me immediately if there 
is an error or you have a question. 



• I will make every effort to post grades to Canvas as quickly as possible. If a grade in Canvas is 
not correct, please email me as soon as you notice the issue. 
 

• If you need documentation of your grades at any point during the semester for a 
fraternity/sorority, scholarship, or any other reason, please email me your request 24 hours 
before you need the documentation so that I have time to review your grades in Canvas. 
 

• Canvas will allow you to determine your grade at any point during the semester.  
 

• You may NOT use your telephone, tablet or computer as a calculator.  Any electronic 
device other than an electronic calculator in the “ON” position during an exam will result 
in a grade of zero. 

• Regular exams are not cumulative but are closed book. The final exam IS cumulative and 
closed book.  

• There are no makeup regular exams.  If you have prior permission from the instructor, the 

weight attributable to a missed exam will be allocated to the final exam.  Please try to notify 
me at least 48 hours prior to the exam.  Failure to notify me within 24 hours after the 
scheduled exam will result in a grade of zero on the exam. At the time of notification, I will 
determine whether to consider the absence excused or unexcused and I will follow 
University policy.  In the event you miss an exam for medical circumstances, you must 
provide me with written verification.  If proper notification and supporting documentation 

is not provided, your absence will be considered unexcused and your grade will be a zero. 
 
 

Attendance Policies: 
 

Attendance is mandatory if you want to pass this class. 
 
You are expected to come to every class on time, pay attention during class, and stay for the entire 
period. It is extremely disruptive to the educational environment of the classroom when students come 
in late or leave early. If you have an emergency and need to leave early, please tell the instructor at the 
beginning of class and accommodations will be made. You may be asked to leave the classroom if you 
arrive late or are disruptive during class. 
 

• Attendance will be taken using Learning Catalytics on random class dates. Please see the class 

participation policy below. Attendance of each class is extremely important to your success in 
this course. 
• . 

• Come to class prepared! We will move at a fast pace and it is expected that you’ve read the 
chapter material BEFORE class. I recommend bringing a laptop/tablet and/or pencil, eraser and 
calculator to each class. 
 

• If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes and any materials you missed 
from another student in the class.  I will not give out notes or any other materials from class 
to a student who misses a class. You do not need to notify me if you are going to miss as 
there is no make-up for missing a class. 
 

• Check your UNCG email DAILY for email messages from me and check the Canvas 

Announcements regularly. I will post announcements and other information on Canvas. 



Use my email address at the top of page one of this syllabus when sending me messages. 

Failing to read the syllabus, emails or Canvas announcements/updates will not constitute 

an excuse for missed work, assignments or tests. 

 
Additional Online Instructional Materials:  

 

From time to time, in order to maximize the value of our class time, I will post some lecture 

materials in Canvas. It is your responsibility to bring materials to class.  

 

Depending on the nature of the material and/or schedule interruptions, some material may be 

available in Canvas or may be available on other websites such as YouTube. 

 
Class Participation (Learning Catalytics):  

 
Participation grades are based on responses to questions asked during class. At least half of your grade 
will be based on submitting a response to the questions (participation) and up to half of your grade 
may be based on the accuracy of your response. Questions will relate to the current chapter, so please 
come to class prepared and read the chapter BEFORE class. See the class schedule at the end of this 
syllabus for a tentative schedule for chapter coverage this semester. Any changes to this schedule will 
be announced in class and/or posted as an announcement in Canvas. 

 

If you arrive late or leave early and do not answer all questions, you will not receive full credit and 

may not get any credit for participation that day. If you forget to bring a device that will connect to 
the Internet or experience an issue with your device, you will not be able to earn participation for 

that day. I expect you to come prepared for these quizzes. If there is a technical issue with 
Pearson/Learning Catalytics, I will make concessions for affected students. Also, I will drop the lowest 
participation grade so that all students can miss one class without penalty. There will be no prior 

notice for the quizzes and no make-up quizzes. Expect regular quizzes in this class. 

Technology Issues, Canvas and MAL: It is your responsibility to have your technology up and running in 
a reliable manner. Saying that you are having problems with your technology is not a valid excuse for 
not completing assignments. This includes issues with your device connecting to the Internet for class 
participation grades using Learning Catalytics. 

 

Course Evaluation: I will add 10 points to your last class participation grade based on completing the 
course evaluation and an additional 10 points to each student’s last class participation grade if overall 
completion rate is 75% or higher. 

 
The only thing you ever really own is your integrity.  Do not attempt to cheat in my 

class. 
 

o Refer to the following URL:  http://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/academic-integrity-policy/ 

o Students are expected to abide by the UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy and the Student 
Code of Conduct: 

▪ Student Conduct: http://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/student-code-of-conduct/ 

▪ Academic Integrity Policy: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rFGGhJvbDHUExSZmFFaWFmb00/view 

http://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/academic-integrity-policy/
http://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/student-code-of-conduct/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rFGGhJvbDHUExSZmFFaWFmb00/view


o The Academic Integrity webpage has additional resources for students. Please 
visit academicintegrity.uncg.edu.  Each student is required to sign the Academic 
Integrity Policy on all major work submitted for the course. 

o Please refer to the “Professionalism” section of this syllabus for class conduct 
expectations. 

o Office of Accessibility Resources & Services (OARS): Any request for special 
accommodations must come through the OARS with the appropriate paperwork. Please 
visit http://ods.uncg.edu for further information. 

o Students in Distress: UNCG cares about student success and recognizes that students 
often balance many challenging personal issues and demands. Please take advantage of 
the University resources designed to help. For assistance accessing these resources, visit 
http://sa.uncg.edu/dean/distress/ and/or contact the Dean of Students Office at 334-

5514, Counseling Center at http://shs.uncg.edu/cc/counseling/crisis  or Students First 
Office at 334-5730. The Counseling and Testing Center is available for mental health 
assistance, 334-5874. You may also visit me during my office hours. 

o Weather Policy: In the event of an adverse weather event (ice, snow, hurricane), 
this class will follow the University schedule as posted on the website or by calling 
336.334.5000. Please refer to these sources prior to class time. 
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