University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Bryan School of Business and Economics
Department of Economics
ECO 300-01, 02 — Spring 2026
Instructor(s)
ECO 300-01: Jeff Sarbaum, Ph.D. — jksarbau@uncg.edu
Location
Asynchronous online
Office Hours
Use the “Questions for the Professor” discussion board in Canvas and attend Microsoft Teams office hours listed at the top of the Canvas modules page.
Course Description
Examines the history, structure, and institutional foundations of the international trading system. Analyzes the impact of trade on economic growth, employment, and living standards with a focus on contemporary issues. Credit hours: 3.
Prerequisites
ECO 101 or ECO 201 and ECO 202, or their equivalent.
Course Learning Outcomes
To achieve the GL Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) within the context of this course, students who successfully complete this course will be able to critically analyze international economic issues through achievement of the following course-specific SLOs:
ECO 300 SLO 1: Identify important positive international economic issues present in the global economy.
ECO 300 SLO 2: Identify important public policy and other normative international economic issues present in the global economy.
ECO 300 SLO 3: Choose appropriate models and other frames of reference for addressing global economics issues.
ECO 300 SLO 4: Gather information appropriate to addressing global economic issues.
ECO 300 SLO 5: Use appropriate information, models, and other frames of reference to analyze global economic issues.
Required Text, Media, and Software
Required textbook for this course:
International Economics, 8th ed., by James Gerber with MyLab access code.
This book is available:
At the UNCG Bookstore.
Within the Canvas “Course Materials” link if you signed up for First Day Complete.
Directly from the publisher through Canvas by clicking on an assignment link.
Note: The eText and MyLab software are integrated with Canvas. You will be prompted to enter your access code or make a direct purchase the first time you access the Textbook/Homework/Quizzes through a link in Canvas.
General Description of Course Activities
The course has one introductory module (“Module 0”) and thirteen (13) weekly graded modules. Module 0 contains an Academic Integrity Pledge, a Copyright Understanding Pledge, a “How to Do Homework Assignments” MyLab assignment, a “How to Do Quizzes” MyLab assignment, and a Syllabus Quiz. These materials do not count toward your course grade, but they must be completed to access the rest of the modules.
Weekly Modules 1–13 have content pages in Canvas, chapter reading assignments from the International Economics textbook, and a homework and quiz based on these readings using the MyLab textbook software.
Readings
For each module, you are expected to review the content pages in Canvas and read the International Economics textbook chapters assigned to the module.
Assignments
Module Homework (HW)
Each module has a MyLab HW assignment based on materials from the assigned module readings. The HWs are a mix of 25 to 30 multiple-choice, fill-in, and interactive graphing questions.
Homework questions operate as follows:
If correct on a homework question, you’ll move on to the next question.
If incorrect, you will receive a new variation of the question with one more attempt.
If the second attempt is incorrect, the question will be scored as incorrect in the gradebook, and you’ll move on to the next question.
Module Quizzes
Each module has a MyLab quiz based on materials from the assigned module readings. The quizzes include 15 to 20 multiple-choice, fill-in, and interactive graphing questions.
Quiz operate as follows:
One attempt per question and one attempt at the quiz.
There is a 60-minute time limit once you begin the quiz.
You can leave the quiz and the timer will stop. When you reenter the quiz, the timer will continue where it left off.
Availability and Deadlines: Each module HW and quiz is available at least ten (10) days prior to the due date. Please keep careful track of the module due dates; late assignments are not accepted.
Communication
The best way to communicate is via the “Questions for the Professor” button in Canvas and via Microsoft Teams office hours listed in Canvas. Please refrain from using email unless the question is personal.
Grading
	Assessment
	Weight

	Module Homework (13 assignments)
	40% of course grade (≈ 3.08% each)

	Module Quizzes (13 quizzes)
	60% of course grade (≈ 4.62% each)


Important: No late quizzes or homework are allowed. Missed quizzes and homework will receive a grade of zero.
Canvas Totals: Depending on how Canvas handles missed/ungraded assignments, the “Totals” columns may or may not be an exact reflection of your course grade to date. The “Totals” are accurate only if missed assignments are treated as zeros.
Final Letter Grades
	Letter
	Percentage Range

	A
	93% to 100%

	A-
	90% to 92.99%

	B+
	87% to 89.99%

	B
	83% to 86.99%

	B-
	80% to 82.99%

	C+
	77% to 79.99%

	C
	73% to 76.99%

	C-
	70% to 72.99%

	D+
	66% to 69.99%

	D
	63% to 65.99%

	D-
	60% to 62.99%

	F
	Below 60%

	
	


Grades are not rounded. For example, an average of 89.999% is a B+; an average of 90.001% is an A-.
Due Dates and Elasticity Statement
All due dates for the course are listed in Canvas. Due dates are subject to change in the event of an extenuating circumstance that impacts the entire class. Should such a change be necessary, it will be posted as an announcement in Canvas.
Policies
Academic Integrity Policy
By submitting an assignment, each student acknowledges their understanding and commitment to the Academic Integrity Policy on all major work for the course. See: UNCG Academic Integrity Policy
Accommodations / ADA Statement
UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must connect with the Office of Accessibility Resources and Services (OARS), 215 Elliott University Center, (336) 334-5440, oars.uncg.edu
Religious Obligations Statement
Should an exam fall on a day that a student has a religious obligation, the exam will be rescheduled for that student provided at least 48 hours’ advance written notice is provided. For more information on UNCG’s Religious Observations policy, visit: UNCG Religious Observation Policies
Attendance Policy for University-Sponsored Events
Notify the instructor(s) at least five class days in advance.
Arrange to complete all missed work in advance of the absence whenever practicable as judged by the instructor(s). When missed work cannot be completed in advance, the instructor(s) should provide students with the opportunity to make up the work.
Present relevant documentation of participation in a relevant University-sponsored activity to the instructor(s) upon request.
Students who expect to miss more than three class meetings of any single course in a term, or more than two consecutive meetings of a laboratory course to participate in University-sponsored activities, should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course. If reasonable accommodations for make-up work cannot be made, the student may be advised to drop the course.
Faculty and Student Guidelines
Please familiarize yourself with the Bryan School’s Faculty and Student Guidelines. These guidelines establish principles and expectations for the administration, faculty, staff, and students of the Bryan School of Business and Economics. Link: UNCG Bryan School Faculty and Student Guidelines
ECO 300 and MGT 301 Similarities
Certain topics and course content appear in both the ECO 300 and MGT 301 syllabi. This replication of topics is meant to build your knowledge, understanding, and analysis of the important global issues facing economic policy makers in ECO 300 and business managers in MGT 301.
The Bryan School of Business and Economics’ Mission Statement
In the Bryan School of Business and Economics, we create and disseminate knowledge about the theory and practice of business. In addition to our courses and research, we accomplish this through hands-on projects, global experiences, and outreach to the community. Our work produces principled leaders and exceptional problem solvers who have a global perspective, an innovative mindset, a broad understanding of sustainability, and a commitment to improve the organizations in which they work and the communities in which they live.
Student Learning Goals (Bryan School)
1. Implement the various steps of the critical-thinking process, supported by the appropriate use of analytical and quantitative techniques, to formulate recommendations for subsequent decision making.
2. Apply appropriate ethical standards when making recommendations for business decision making.
3. Evaluate business decisions in the context of sustainability goals, balancing environmental, social, and economic needs, conditions, and potential decision impacts.
4. Formulate appropriate strategies, in the context of global issues and forces, to improve business performance in the world economy.
5. Explain the roles of innovation and innovation management in achieving successful business strategies, decisions, and performance.
6. Plan, schedule, contribute to, and lead projects.
Impact of this Course on Program Student Learning Goals
Upon successful completion of ECO 300, students will have developed competencies toward Learning Goals #1, #2, #3, #4, and #5.
Health and Well-Being Statement
Health and well-being impact learning and academic success. During your time at the university, you may experience concerns that can create barriers to academic success, including illnesses, strained relationships, anxiety, stress, substance use, depressed mood, or loss of motivation. Student Health Services and The Counseling Center can help.
You can learn about the free, confidential mental health services available on campus by calling (336) 334-5874, visiting the website: UNCG Student Health Services
For undergraduate or graduate students in recovery from alcohol and other drug addiction, the Spartan Recovery Program (SRP) offers recovery support services. Contact: recovery@uncg.edu
Policy Strictly Prohibiting Generative AI Use
ECO 300 forbids the use of generative artificial intelligence (GAI) tools at all stages of the work process, including all homework and quizzes assigned. Violations of this policy will be considered violations of the Academic Integrity policy.
